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required for the necessary demonstration and propaganda,
irrigation facilities and manuring, stronger bullocks, and better
ploughs and implements. If under normal circumstances it
has taken twenty years to bring only 37 per cent of the cane
area in the United Provinces and 24 per cent of the cane area
in Behar under heavy-yielding canes, where is the ground for
the expectation that, in a period of extreme financial stringency
both for the Government as well as the cultivator, the remaining
63 per cent of the cane area in the one province and 76 per cent
of the area in the other will be placed under intensive agriculture
and superior canes in so short a period of time as three years ?
Judging by past experience and considering the meagreness of
the financial resources of the Government and the agriculturists
at the present time, we would not perhaps be far out in our
estimate if we put the minimum period for the spread of
superior canes in Northern India at approximately ten years.
In the light of these observations, therefore, it would seem that
there is no legitimate ground for the fear that a rapid increase
in the output of sugar-cane, unless absorbed by a quickly
expanding White Sugar Industry, would produce a slump in
the gur market of India and thereby bring about a crisis in the
cane-growing areas of the South.
On the other hand, should the anticipated increase in the
output of sugar-cane in the United Provinces and Behar by
over 6 million tons actually take place in the course of three
years, there would belittle likelihood of the White Sugar Industry
expanding so rapidly as to absorb the major portion of this
increased supply of sugar-cane and thus prevent the over-
production and slump in the gur market. At least 550,000 tons
of sugar would have to be manufactured in order to absorb
the anticipated increased supply of 6 million tons of cane.1
Assuming the average factory to have an output capacity of
4,500 tons, this would require the establishment of over 120
new factories in the course of three years- In 1929-30 the number
1 The percentage for average sugar extraction in India is at present approxi-
mately 9 per cent of the weight of the canes crushed.